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FOREWARD 


THIS IS not a history of the entire Biggerstaff Family. But 
Juat our bratich of the family going back to our great-great 
grandfather Moses Biggerstaff, It would take years of re- 
search to trail the history of the five brothers who came to 
‘this country from England. 


t want to thank my brother, Malcolm Biggerstaff, for his 
interest in helping me get the old bibles which gave me much of 
the family tree. ‘ 


And thanks, too, to my sister, Vivian B. Shrum, who helped 


set me straight on names, dates, and other information she had. 


And to the Lincoln County Public Library which supplied me 
with historical information, my thanks for all their help. 


My thanks, also, to Hattie Biggerstaff Parker, daughter of 
Houston Biggerstaff, for her help with information on the 
James Biggerstaff Family. And to Clevie Biggerstaff for her 
‘help. Thanks, too, to Bobby Biggersteff for his help. Coan 
Biggerstaff also made a contribution. io 


I hope the family will appreciate the time, thought, and 
work that has gone into this little story. 1 wish our fore- 
fathers had kept a better record of the family. 


And to those who come after me, please add to this as the 


years go by. 


C.B.F. 


IN THIS Bicentennial year when we are taking a backward look to ~ 
the founding of our nation, I thought why not take a look at my 
family history? I was the oldest grandchild in my father's fam- 


idly so I remember my frandfather very well. 


“When I began to think about where I could get information that _ 
1 would need to write about, the Family Bible was my first thought. 
1 knew my brother, Malcolm Biggeretaff, had my great grandfather 
James Biggerstaff's old family bible. Immediately, I wrote to 
my brother to bring the bible to me, Being handicapped it's 
hard for me to travel. When I saw that Bible I was excited for 
here was much of what I needed. And to my surprise, I found the 
name and birth date of my great-great grandfather, Moses Bigger- 
staff, who was born in 1781 and died August 10, 1828. I am sorry 
I do not have any more information about him except that he had 
a gon, Janes A. Biggerstaff, who was my great-grandfather. He 
was born March 28, 1826 and married Elizabeth A. Henslec, She 


was part Indian. We were always told we had Indian blood, 


James and Elizabeth had eight children, four boys and four 
girls, Susannah, born March 5, 1848, married Frank Warlick, 
Martha L. was born December 16, 1849, She was never married. 


We called her Aunt Lou. 


William Worth Biggerstaff was born April 8, 1852 and died 
December 10, 1930, He was my grandfather. He married Susanna 
Justice and they had thirteen children. I will name them later 
on. James Jay Biggerstaff was born March 28, 1854, 


Elizabeth Biggerstaff was born May 31, 1857. She was prob- 
ably named for Elizabeth Henslee. 


Twin boys, Charles Carroll and Harvey Hueston Biggerstaff 
were born October 15, 1859, and Sareh Alletha Bigegerstaff was 
born May 26, 1862, 


My grandfather, William Worth Biggerstaff, will be my main 
character in my story, which is true. When I say my grandfather, 
1 am not. excluding my brothers and sisters and the numerous grand-~ 
children, great grandchildren and all of the great-greats that 


are decendentsa of those thirteen children. 


From Moses Biggerstaff up to my great grandchildren there are 
eight generations. He was born five years after the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. He lived during the time of 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Patrick Henry, 
Benjamin Franklin, Richard Henry Lee, James Madison and many 


others who signed the Declaration of Independence. 
He lived only 47 years. 


William Worth, or W. W. Biggerstaff, was ten years old in 1862 
so he could remember the Civil War and he remembered reconstruc- 
tion days or, I should say years, very, very well for by then he 
was a teenager as we would say now, but I'll bet they never heard 
the word. 


I have no proof, but James, his father was 36 in 1862 so un- 


less he was handicapped I am sure he must have fought in the war. 


Grandpa, William Worth Biggerstaff£, was born in Cleveland County. 
As far as I know they lived on a farm. Agriculture was the chief 
industry in the South. Most likely this was what was considered 
a small farm. The small farms at that time ranged in size from 
a few acres to several hundred or perhaps thousand acres. The 
farmers usually did not own slaves but did their own work with 
the help of their children. 


The planters usually set the tone of southern society. They 
owned large plantations and many slaves. But there were more 
small fariners than planters. 


Scattered all over the South were some poor white people, they 
were known as "pore whites", They lacked education, some of them 


were so poor and hungry they ate dirt or clay. 


Before the war when the subject of slavery was getting hotter 
and hotter, Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas were running 
for the Senate of the United States. It was in 1858 that they 
held their famous debates. Lincoln against slavery and Douglas 
for slavery. Lincoln was defeated, but in 1860 was elected pres- 
ddent. The South did not support Lincoln in this election. Se- 
cession began the year Lincoln was elected. South Carolina was 
the first to secede. My grandfather was eight years old. Then 
came the Civil War, four years of war with suffering on the battle- 
field and very hard times at home where the very youtig, the very 
old and the women were left to carry on. July 4, 1865 was a day 
of rejoicing for the North and a day of sorrow for the South. 
Vicksburg had fallen and General Robert E. Lee had been stopped. 


The war was over. 


In November of that year a portion of the battlefield at 
Gettysburg was dedicated by President Lincoln as a National 
Cemetery. It was on this occasion that President Lincoln de- 
livered his famous"Gettysburg Address", one of the great speeches 
of all times. | 


Why write about history in writing about my grandfather's life? 
Well, that's what I found so interesting, that period of our his- 
tory. I have always loved to study history and that which oc- 
curred during the life of someone I loved makes it more fascina- 
ting. Each year, or each day we live we, the people, are making 
history. | 


When the Confederate soldier returned home he found every- 
thing changed. The scars of war were everywhere} homes, farms, 


bridges and even public buildings were destroyed. One of the 


greatest problems waiting for him was the Negroes. They had 
been set free but had no money, ne homes, and no experience 
in caring for their own heeds. There was plenty of work to 
be done but no money to pay wages to workers. Confederate 


motiey was worthless. 


While tie war wos still in svopeees President Lincoln pro- 
posed a plan for reconstruction to present to the government 
in Washington, and he might have brought about reconstruction 
without bitterness. He did not want the South to be punished 
more than {t had been. Lincoln was killed before his plan 
could be put into action. 


Reconstruction 


The South was divided into five military districts over 
which.a getieral of the army was placed as military governor 
with a body of soldiers to aid him. Under this plan the Ne- 
groes were given the right to vote. Negroes who could not 
read or write were thrust into power in the’ government. A 
large majority of white men in the South were denied any 
part in setting up the government. Only those who had been 
loyal to the North or those who would sign up to be loyal 
to the military government. 


Among the men who went south to aid in reconstruction 
were gome honest and able men. However, a considerable num- 
ber of northern men of poor character gained positions 
of power in the new government that was set up. These men 
were called “carpetbaggers". Thaddeus Stevens and Charles 
Sumner were two men in Congress who demanded harsh treat~- 
ment of the South so they could keep the South weak and 
could keep their political party strong and in power. How- 
ever, there were matty people in the north that had sympathy 
for the south. 


These "Carpetbaggers" made casy Inoney for themselves, It was un- 
fortunate that Congress thrust the full duties of Citizenship upon 
the negroes before they were prepared. He should have been taught 


first how to earn a living and perform the duties of a free man. 


There was much lawlessness in the South, and it was at this time 
that the Ku Klux Klan was organized to help protect the white people. 
When he was seventeen W. W. Biggerstaff joined the Klan. After a 
time the Klan was outlawed by the military government and grand- 
father had to leave home and go to a state beyond the Mississippi 
River and stayed until it was safe to come home again. My brother, 
Malcolm Biggerstaff, and his wife, Mary Helen Mullen Biggerstaff, 
visited some of her Mullen relatives this summer in Arkansas who 
also had to leave because he belonged to the Klan, but he settled 


out there and his decendents live there today. 


Famous People and Events 


By 1859 people were beginning to use kerosene lamps instead of 
candles to light their homes, Edwin Drake found oil in Titusville, 
Pennsylvania, In 1860 whale oil was also replaced by petroleum to 
light homes. Prior to this time whaling had been a profitable in- 
dustry. As many as 17,000 men were serving in this industry. It 


was very dangerous, 


In 1857 James Buchanan became president of the United States, 
The year he took office a financial panic struck the country. Bu- 
chanan was sincere and well menaing but he was indecisive. Banks 
failed, stock prices fell, unemployed workers roamed the northern 
cities shouting "bread or blood", This depression was very much 
like the one we remember in the 1930's, During this administration 


the Dred Scott case was tried or heard before the Supreme Court. 


In 1850 California became the thirty-first state of the union, 
Gold and silver had been discovered and the rush was on. There was 


much crime and lawlessness, for years, until a stable government 


5 


could be established. May 10, 1869 the transcontinental railroad was 
completed, thus, uniting the East and West coasts, 


Between January 1861 and January 1896 eleven more states joined 
the union. They were Kansas, Nevada, Nebraska, Colorado, North Da- 


kota, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming and Washington. 


Secretary of State, William H. Seward, in 1867 bought Alaska from 
Russia for seven million five hundred thousand dollars. Few Amer- 
cans considered Alaska a likely area for settlement. It was called 
"Seward's Icebox" and"Seward's Folly". What if they could see modern 
Alaska today with its cities, airports, schools, industry, universi- 
ties and oil pipe line. , 


Samuel F,B.Morse invented the telegraph in 1844, By 1871 tele- 
grap wires were sending messages throughout the nation. At this time 


a celebration was held in New York City honoring Professor Morse, 


In 1866, Cyrus W. Field, after several attempts, was successful 
in laying the first Atlantic cable. He was a distent relative of 
my son-in-law, Jewett J. Field. Cyrus Field lived at Lenox, Mass. 


Christopher L. Scholes invented the typewriter in 1868. Women 
first began towork in offices at this time. Linotype machine was 
invented in 1885, 


Thomas A. Edison perfected the electric light bulb in 1880, and 
Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in 1876. 


If we had to do without these things today we would feel we were 
really back in the dark ages, If some of our modern cotwveniences 
get out of "whack" we can't wait to get them fixed. . Bank in my 
grandfather's day, they didn't have to worry about high utility 
bills--living was very simple, or was it? Many people wish for the 
good old days but they don't really mean it, Today we want more and 


more push button appliances, 


-—<_ 
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Speaking of thoge days, one of the problems of the south was the poor 
methods of farming, they wore the soil out. Instead of rotating crops 
and adding fertilizer the planters usually bought more Land and con- 
tinued one crop production, This made the land poor. 


Immigrants were coming into this country by the thousands during 
those years. No law limiting the number had been passed, They were - 
seeking freedom atid a better way of life for their families, Many 
men came and left their families behind until they could work and 
make enough money to pay their passage. The dream of America-was 
so great that some came as endentured servants to serve their masters 


for seven years before being free, 


Five Biggerstaff brothers came to American from England. In 
England Biggerstaff was Bickerstaff, I suppose after they got to 
American "Bigger" sounded more formal than "Bicker", I don't know 
the date of their arrival but it was probably sometime during the 
1700's, Moses Biggarstaff was born in 1781. They must have settléd 
in this section of the state for there are Biggerstaffs in Lincoln, 


Catawba and Cleveland counties, also Rutherford County. 


With the coming of the year 1862, the West was being opened up. 
The covered wagons were rolling westward. Congress passed the "Home- 
stead Bill", This bill actually made a present of one hundred and 
‘sixty acres on condition that they build a home and cultivate and 
improve the land. This induced scores of thousands to cross the 
Mississippi River, At first they built "sodhouses" or "dugouts! 
on the side of a hill to live in, 


As the settlers moved more and more to the West the Indians were 
pushed farther and farther back. The buffaloes roamed through a 
vast area, ‘They furnished food for the Indians and the hides were 
used by them for protection against the weather. Eventually the 
buffalo herds were destroyed and with the disappearance of this food 


supply, the Indians became more submissive to white domination. 


In the year my grandfather waa born, 1852, Harritt Beecher Stowe. 
wrote "Uncle Tom's Cabin", In a single year two hundred thousand 
copies were sold, and in a short time after that the number had 
reached one half million. This book was said to have helped cause 
“the Civil War. 


Henry Clay, Daniel Webster and John Calhoun all died before the 
close of 1852. . : 


By 1877, the year my father Roscoe Thurman Biggerstaff£ was born, 
when Rutherford B. Hayes was president, the military and "carpet- 
bagger" government collapsed in the South. The methods of this 
government were often illegal and based on bribery, fraud, intimi- 
dation and force. Elections were often "unfree", In my estima- 
tion, the Civil Wer and reconstruction years was the worst period 
of our history because brother was fighting egainst brother and there 
was so ttuch destruction in the south. We all know slavery was wrong. 
It took many years to heal the wounds between the North and the South. 
There are still some people fighting that war. 


When I was a child my uncles and aunts were very bitter against 
the North. They taught me wer songs of the South. I was brought 
up to think that "Yankee" was a bad word. In 1852 Millard Fillmore 
was president of the United States and David Settle Reid was Gov- 
ernor of North Carolina. 


Clara Barton who had been a nurse during the War between the states 
worked without ceasing to secure an American Red Cross Society. Her 


efforts were finally rewarded. In 1881 a Society was organized. 


Literature, Arts and School from 1868 to 1900 


As more people attended schools there arose a greater demand for 


books, magazines, and newspapers. Some authors were concerned by 


the problems of the time and thus wrote about such things as labor .- 
problems, life, political machines. Stories of the West were popular. 
Mark Twain wrote "Roughing It", "Tom Sawyer", Huckleberry Finn and 


others. 


Joel Chandler Harris wrote the "Uncle Remus Stories", Poetry, plays, 
funny stories, histories, fanciful tales and serious discussions all 


appeared during these years, 


Robert Louis Stevenson, British novelist, published "Treasure 
Island" which was immediately successful and is a classic today. He 
also wrote a "A Child's Garden of Verse" in 1885 and "Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde't in 1886, 


1 was amared to find that so many famous poets lived during my 
grandfather's lifetime---Natheniel Hawthorne, Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, John Greenleaf 
Whittier, Walter Whitman, Alfred Tennyson, James Whitcomb Riley, Ed- 
witt Markham, Robert Browning, William Cullen Bryant. Were they fam- 
oue in their day or has time made-them famous? Of course there were 


others that LI haven't mentioned, 


Edward Everett Hale wrote the short story "The Man Without A Coun- 
try" which became famous. This was written in 1863. He was a grand 
nephew of Nathan Hale. 


Country schools were all ages in one room taught by one teacher. 
There were no grades, each pupil moved through his studies at his 
own pace. High schools began to appear before 1850. After the War 
Between the States the South had to begin at the beginning. This 
was where separate schools for whites and negroes were established. 
McQuire writes in "The Rise of A Free Nation", "'What a delight a 
modern public school would be to Horace Mann who gave of himself 30 
freely in order that American schools might be better, the dreams 
of Mann and Jefferson are being realized as youth is prepared to 


take its place in a democracy'", 
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When my grandfather went to school he studied the "McGuffy Reader", 
This book was written between 1830 and 1873 by William Holmes Mc- 
Guffey. Another book was the "Blueback Speller" written by Noah 
Webster. Webster is best known for his dictionary of the English 
Language. There were other books but these two are the only ones 


I have been able to trace. 


Horace Greeley, born 1811 died 1872, was a United States editor 
and political leader. In 1841 he founded the New York Tribune. He 
endorsed a free land policy and said, "Go West, young man, go West" 
which is still quoted today. 


Wealthy men began to collect works of art. Two of the most noted 
artists of this period were James A. McNeil Whistler, and John S. 
Sargent. Another outstanding painter was Winslow Homer who studied 
lakes, and rivers, the fisher folk, and trappers. He became one of 
America's most important Landscape painters. It was my privilege 


some years ago to attend an art display of his works. 


Henry Wheeler Shaw, whose pen name was Josh Billings, was born 
tn 1818 aud died in 1885. He was an American humorist notable for 
his salty aphorism mostly in dialect. He wrote "Josh Billings his 
Sayings", other books and humorous poems. I idinagine his writings 


helped people through the dark days of war and reconstruction. 


Sidney Lanier lived from 1842 to 1881. He had an unusual degree 
of high gifts as poet, musician and critic. He served in the Con- 
federate Army until he was captured and imprisoned at Point Lookout, 
Georgia. He was born in Macon, Georgia. While in prison he wrote 
poetry and solaced his fellow prisoners with his flute music. He 
wrote two books. His best loved poem or one of his best is "The 


Marshes of Glynn" and another is "The Revenge of Harrish". 


Interest in music grew rapidly during this period. Daniel D. 
Enmett composed the song "Dixie" in 1859. It was first used in 


minstrels in New York City and later became the favorite marching 
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song of the Confederate armies. Some of the other songs written 
then and still heard today are "After the Ball", "On The Banks of 
the Wabash", "0, Promise Me", Down Went McGinty" and "The Sidewalks 


\ 
of New York", 


The Metropolitan Opera House in New York City was built in 1883 
at a cost of almost two million dollars, The Gilbert and Sullivan 


Operas were very popular. 


Leopold Damrosch organized the New York Symphony Society in 1878. 
Among the better known native composers of the period 1852-1900 were 
E. A. McDowell, John K. Paine, G. W. Chadwick and Horatio Parker. 


John Phillip Sousa became world fatnous for his marches. One of 
the best loved is "The Stars and Stripes Forever" which is played 
today by high schools, colleges and military bands. Sousa led the 
U. S. Marine Band for many yeara. 


In the sports field of this period baseball became the national 
game. The first World Series game was played in 1884 between the 
National League teams of Providence, Rhode Island and the Metropol- 
itans of New York. Basketball was also being played at this time. 


Odds and Ends 


June 27, 1876, one hundred years ago this year was a tragic day 
for the United States Army. This was the battle of the Little Big- 
horn which is known as Custer's last stand. It was in Montana. There 
had been en uprising of the Indians. Custer went to their stronghold, 
was outtumbered ten to one, All of Custer's men were killed and Custer 


himself, Thia was about a year before my father was born. 


I suppose most Americans know the story of John Brown. He was a 
militant abolitionist, helped organize underground railroad to free 


slaves, He led a raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, was executed by 
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Virginia as a traitor and regarded as a hero in the North although 
his fanaticism dismayed many. A song was written about him "Hang 


John Brown on the Sour Apple Tree", 


‘An Englishman, Sir Henry Bessemer, developed the Bessemer pro- 
cess for making steel. This process was accepted in the United 
States where the building of railroads was creating a demand for 


steel, 


In 1883 Standard time was adopted. United States was divided 
into five time zones. We now have four time zones. A standard 
time was necessary because of railroad schedules. Each state hav- 


ing different time was confusing. 


William Worth Biggerstaff's Family 


William Worth Biggerstaff married Susanna Justice in 18. 
To this union was born thirteen children, Clifford George, Roscoe 
Thurman, Jethro Rastus, Leola, Clayborn Clinton, William Gaston, 
Lora, May, Bryte, Zebulon Zadok, Grady, Joyce Olof, Rubetta Fair. 
Grady died at the age of twenty-three. 


When my grandfather and his family moved to Lincoln County they 
lived at what they called the "brick house over on the South Fork 
River", I do not remember when they lived there. I probably was 


born when they Lived there. 


My first recollection of my grandparents was when they lived at 
the Poovey Place which is North of Lincolnton on Clark's Creck. It 
was in the old Marvin Methodist Church Community. My grandfather 
was a Methodist and a democrat, 

The house was a large two story house with an ell, that is one 
story rooms built onto the two story house. The front of the house 
faced Clark's Creek which was almost in the yard. On the back of 


the house a porch went all the way around the house. The back yard 
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was fenced in and was laid out in walks and borders of flowers. ‘It 
was a very pretty yard with trees in among the flowers. Atl the 
grass was kept dug out of the walks and grandmother and the girls 
kept the flower beds free of weeds. The well was in the back yard, 
{t had a nice big shed over it. There was 4 dirt road out from the 


back of the house that we took when we went to Maiden. 


My grandfather was a quiet man with a twinkle in his eyes. I 
don't know how much education he had. In those days many people 
were self educated and they used what they had. Today many people 
get a good education but don't use it. He read everything he could 
get his hands on. When he came to our house,if we had anything he 
hadn't read he would read it before his visit was over with us. He 
also wrote letters to the county paper on political or community 
problems. He kept informed. About the only means of communication 
was the newspapcre The telephone had been invented but no one in 
the county had a telephone, most of them were in the cities. Even 
doctors didn't have them. If you needed a doctor you went after 


him or sent someone. 


It must have taken a lot of food to feed thirteen children. 
People in those days didn't buy anything but sugat,y coffee, soda, 
galt and baking power. They raised their bread, meat, fruits and 


vegetables and stored them for winter. The meat was cured. 


neordfother helped to build old Marvin Methodist Church in 1902 
and was the first Sunday School Superintendent in the new church. 
L remember going with Grandfather and Grandmother and my uncies and 
aunts in a covered wagon to Marvin Church to revival meetings which 
was always held for a week or ten days in the summer when the crops 


were laid by. 


Grandmother was a lot of fun. We loved her very much. She was 


witty and was always good to Us. She seemed to really enjoy life. 
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My youtigest aunt, Fair, was two and one half years older than - 
I so we played together as children and were always close friends. 
But after she married and moved to Washington we didn't get to gee 


each other often. 


"+ went with my grandfather to the fair in Lincolnton and he took | 
me to see wy first moving picture. tt wags in a tent at the fair and 
was, of course, & silent picture. L'lL never forget it because it 
was a Western and at the end a man was hung. I didn't like it much. 


I guess 1 was about seven years old. 


Grandfather's children were musical. 1 don't know why because 
grandfather nor grandmother were musical. Two of my aunts played 
the old parlor organ and Fair became quite a good pianist. Uncle 
Jethro played the banjo and Uncle Clayton, Uncle Gaston and Joyce 
played Guitar and Mandolins and Papa played the fiddle. They had 
a string band and played for square dances which was the country 


dance of that period. 


Ragtime became quite popular around the turn of the century. 
The uncles played mostly ‘hoedowns" and country music. I remember 
hearing them play "Old Joe Clark", Turkey in the Straw", "Sally 


Gooden" and "Arkansas Traveler", 


the way they danced the square dances in those days was beau- 
tiful to see. IL always enjoyed watching. It was so graceful, it 
wasn't like the cloggers we see today. It was more of a skip or 


glide than a stomp. 


My gratidfather was twelve years old when Stephen Foster died in 


1864, tis songs have become American classics. We sing them today. 


My aunts bought sheet music of the latest song hits. They played 
“ragtime which was popular at that time. ‘Casey Jones" wasn't 
‘Ragtime but I remember when it became popular. They sang "Down 
by the Old Mill Stream" and many of that type songs. 
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In those days a tiny waist was very stylish and women wore heavy 
corsets which were laced up. They would put the corset string around 
the bedpost and draw it very tight at the waist line to get it as 
small as possible. They must have been perfectly miserable. Dresses 
were long, almost to the floor, sleeves were what they called "leg 
of mutton" that was gathered up very full at the shoulder and fitted 
below the elbow to the wrist. The neck was high, almost up to the 
chin. The bodice was fitted and the skirt was very wide and hung 


loose from the waist down. High button shoes were in style. 


Women dress so comfortable today. We don't cover as much of 


the body but at least we can take a deep breath without pain. 


Of course I wasn't there all the time but as I remember my 
grandfather was head of the household. I can't think of a time 
when any of his children disobeyed him in my presence, They had 
great respect for "Ma and Pa" as they called them. They all grew 
up to be good citizens. 


When the children were all grown and half of them married, grand- 
father left the farm and moved to Hickory, N. C. where they all 
found work. fle worked as a carpenter. He bought a house in West 


Hickory and there they lived the rest of their Lives. 


When grandfather would get out of something to read and complain 
about it, grandmother would hand him the bible and tell him to read 
it. All of my brothers and sisters loved to read. I suppose we 
inherited it from our grandfather. Our father and mother were readers, 
too. More reading material was available in their day than in grand- 


father's day. 


When I first remember grandfather he had a beard but when I was 
still a child he shaved it off and remained clean shaven the rest 
of his life. When he had the beard we couldn't understand how he 


could eat and not get hair in his mouth, 
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Most of those I have written about have gone the way of all the 
earth. I have written this in my seventy-fourth year. They say 
when we get old we tend to live in the past, but I am living in the 
present and looking to the future. I am writing this not for those 


who lived in the past but for those now living and for posterity. 


None of those who have gone before were what we would call today 
VIPs, (very important people), they were just common working people 
who may yet produce some VIPs. The bible says Jesus loved the com- 
mon people. Someone has said "God must have loved the common people 


he made so many of them," 


W. W. Biggerstaff's funeral was held at West Hickory Methodist 
Church. At that time preachers would take a text and preach a ser- 
mon, I remember that the text at grandfather's funeral was Hebrews 
lit 8,10 - "By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to 
a place which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out 
not knowing where he was to go for he looked forward to a city which 


has foundations whose builder and maker is God." 


The Biggerstaffs are a proud people, not a selfrighteous kind of 
pride but a pride with self respect and dignity. We must have pride 
in our heritage. Even if we are poor it's nothing to be ashamed of. 
There was a time in the history of our country when people were a- 
shamed of their background because they were poor. I notice today 
on TV, Radio, newspapers and other means of communications that 
people, or many of them who are important in what they have accomp- 
lished, do not mind telling of their humble beginning but seem proud 
of their heritage. What they have accomplished shows just what a 


person can achieve in a democracy. 


Permit me to return once more to the five Biggerstaff brothers 
who came over from England from whom we descended. This is mere 
speculation but perhaps they came as I have written previously in 


the seventeen hundreds. In 1738 John Wesley who was the founder of 
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the Methodist Church had his "heart warming experience at Alder- | 
gate's Church in London. This was a terrible time in England, there - 
was so much poverty, small children were working in factories and 
mines twelve or fourteen hours a day. Conditions were terrible. 

The Wesleyian revival was said to have prevented a revolution in 
England. Many immigrants were coming to America at this time, 
perhaps these five brothers were among those seeking a better way 


of life. 


To those who read this, I hope it will be interesting as well 
as informative. 1 wish it was more complete. It should help all 
of us to know more than we did about our ancestors. Under the cir- 
cumstances this was the best I could do. Maybe it will draw those 


who are living closer together. 


Elgar L. Doctorow has published another book this year (1976) 
"Ragtime", It was on the best seller list for sometime and has 
made him quite famous, He has written two other books, "Welcome 
to Hard Times" and "The Book of Daniel". "Ragtime" is to be filmed 


and he is writing the script. He married my niece, Helen Setzer. 


Geneology 


Great-great grandfather, Moses Biggerstaff, was born in 1781 
and died August 10, 1828, His son, James A. Biggerstaff, was born 
March 28, 1826 and married Elizabeth Henslee. 
Their children: Susannah Biggerstaff{ was born March 5, 1848 and 
married Frank Warlick. Martha Loulse Biggerstaff{ was born December 
16, 1849 and never married, William Worth Biggerstaff was born 
April 8, 1852 and died December 10, 1930. James Jay Biggerstaff was 
born March 28, 1854, No children, Elizabeth Biggerstaff was born 
May 31, 1857 vas never married, Charles Carroll and Harvey Hueston 
Bipgerstaff, twins, were born October 15, 1859. Sarah Alletha Bigger- 


staff was born May 26, 1862 and never married. 
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Susannah Byggerstaff married Frank Warlick and their children 


were; Mary, Erma, Alice, Harvey, Vedie and Lee Warlick. 


William Worth Biggerstaff married Susanna A. Justice. Their 
children were George clifford, (Roscoe Thurman) Edna Leola, Jethro 
Rastus, Clayborn Clinton, William Gaston, Lora Beatrice, Lillie 
May, James Nichleson Grady, Hatty Bright, Zebulon Zadok, Joyce 
Olof and Rubetta Fair. 

Charles Carroll Biggerstaff married Louise Odom, Their children 


were Charlie, Ruth, James, Lewis and Virginia. 


Harvey Hueston Biggerstaff married Margaret Heavner. Their child- 


ren were Claud, Gordon, Clyde, Maud, Hattie, Birdie and Coley. 
James Jay Biggerstaff martied Hattie Cody. They had no children. 


Elizabeth and Sarah Biggerstaff died in their twenties with Ty- 


phoid fever. They were not married. 


Martha Louise lived to be old but was fever married. 


William Worth Biggerstaff's Family 


William Worth Biggzerstaff was born in Cleveland County April 8, 
’ 1852 and died December 10, 1930. 


Susanna Justice Biggerstaff was born April 10, 1855 and died 
September 5, 1933. Their childrens 


Clifford Biggerstaff was born February 7, 1875 and died September 
28, 1926, Married Sue Reep. 


Roscoe Thurman Biggerstaff born March 15, 1877 and died July 27, 
1963, Married Minnie Esther Lineberger, born October 10, 1880 died 
February 14, 1958. Married March 10, 1901. 


Edna Leola Biggerstaff was born October 13, 1878 and died January 
18, 1913. Married Marvin Powell. 


Jethro Rastus Biggerstaff was born February 29, 1880 and died 
December 14, 1965, Married Essie Scism. 
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Clayborn Clinton Biggerstaff was born August 10, 1882 and died 
November 22, 1976. 


William Gaston Biggerstaff was born January 17, 1884 and died 
January 13, 1947. Married Mary Abernathy. 


‘Lora Beatrice Biggerstaff was born December 31, 1886 and died 
September 2, 1961. Married Coan Powell. 


Lillie Mae Biggerstaff was born May 12, 1888 and died December 


1972. Was never married, 


James Nichleson Grady Biggerstaff was born February 25, 1890 
and died May 3, 1913. Never married. 


Hatty Bright Biggerstaff was born January 23, 1892 and died 
December 2, 1974. Married Eerl Hedrick. 


Zebulon Zadok Biggerstaff was born October 15, 1894 and died 
January 10, 1964, Married Tressie Kahill. 


Joyce Olof Biggerstaff was born March 10, 1896, Married Norva 


Hawn. 
Rubetta Faire Biggerstaff was born May 10, 1960 and died April 
13, 1970. Married Eubert Whitener. 
Grandchildren of William Worth Biggerstaff 


Clifford and Sue's children: Ruby, Virginia, Wilson and Rebecca 
Biggerstaff. 


Roscoe and Minnie's children: Cleo, Vivian, Fay, Helen, Harlan 


Hueston, Malcolm Thurman, Sybil, Bernice, Doris and Betty. 


Leola and Marvin Powell's child, William Kell Powell was born 
in 1911 and died September 13, 1976. 


Jethro and Essie's children were Ford, Otho, Prue, Dairus, Marie, 


Worth, Nesta, Vangie and Jessie. 
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Clayborn and Pearl's children were Damer, Pauline, Coan, Norma, 


Donald, Woodrow and Irene. 
Gaston and Mary's children were Thurman and Kermit. 
Lora and Coan Powell's children were Doletta and Mary Bea. 


Hatty Bright and Earl Hendrick's children were Earl, Jr. and 
Beryl. 


Joyce and Norva's children were William and Robert. 


Faire and Eubert Whitener's children were William, Thomas, 
Rubetta and Cornelia. 


Roscoe Thurman Biggerstaff and Minnie Esther Lineberger Bigger- 
staff's family from the family bibles Children - 


Cleo Biggerstaff was born December 21, 1901 in Lincoln County. 
Married Thomas Finger on April 7, 1917. He died November 15, 1934. 


Vivian Biggerstaff was born November 14, 1903 in Catawba County. 
Married Frank W. Shrum on May 12, 1925. 


Fay Biggerstaff was born May 23, 1906 in Catawba County. Married 
_ William Bryan Cansler on February 23, 1932. She died December 22, 
1975. 


Helen Biggerstaff was born November 30, 1909 in Lincoln County. 
Married Paul Augustus Setzer on September 21, 1930. Helen died 
July 7, 1969. 


s 
Harlan Hueston Biggerstaff was born December 3, 3911 in Lincoln 
County. Married Mary Lee Hoffman on August 26, 1948. 


Malcolm Thurman Biggerstaff was born March 24, 1914 in Lincoln 
County. Married Mary Helen Mullen on April 7, 1940. 


Sybil Biggerstaff was born November 3, 1916 in Lincoln County. 
Married Theron L. Wright on October 25, 1945. 
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Bernice Biggerstaff was born March 31, 1919 in Lincoln County. 
Married Floyd Ernest Abernethy on March 22, 1940. He died May 8, 
1970. She then married Edward Burton on November 21, 1973. 


Doris Biggerstaff was born August 17, 1922 in Lincoln County. 
Married William Clyde Willis on July 26, 1940. She died July 7, 
1958, . 

Betty Biggerstaff was born February 5, 1925 in Lincoln County. 
Married Floyd Arthurs on March 6, 1948, They were divorced and 
she married James Crego on April 28, 1973. 


Roscoe Thurman Biggerstaff and Minnie Esther Lineberger's 


children, grandchildren and great-great grandchildrent 


Cleo Biggerstaff was born December 21, 1901, married Thomas 
Finger on April 17, 1917. Their children weres 


Kénneth Blair Finger born on June 15, 1918. Married Helen Sue 
Reynolds on December 22, 1940. : 


Madge Finger, born January 12, 1920 and died October 27, 1958. 
She was married to Jerry Jewett Field on August 27, 1948. 


Herbert Reeves Finger was born November 23, 1921. Married Mildred 
Elizabeth Gabriel on November 1, 1946. 


William Thurman Finger was born May 14, 1924. Married Doris 
Jean Hoke on June 10, 1951. They had no children. 


Kenneth Blair and Helen Sue Finger's children and grandchildren 
aret 

Kenneth Blair Finger, Jr., born September 23, 1944, married 
Jane Allene Wilson on July 9, 1966, Their children are Molly Jane 
and Julie Ann. Molly Jane was born September 2, 1969 and Julie Ann 
was born July 13, 1971. 


Thomas Lee Finger was born January 22, 1950. Married Kay Nelleen 
Carpenter on June 27, 1971. They have one child, Katherine Carmen, 
born April 19, 1976. 
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Karen Sue Finger was born on July 3, 1952. Married Grayson 
Gregory on July 25, 1970. One child, Lori Ann Gregory, born May 
5, 1971. 


Terri Lynn Finger was born March 3, 1958. 
Madge Finger Field and Jerry Jewett Field's children are? 


Jerry Jewett Field born September 15, 1952, Married Sandra 
Wolff on October 25, 1975. 


Amelia Ann Field, born September 16, 1955. 
Hubert Reeves Finger and Mildren Elizabeth Finger's children are’ 
Herbert Reeves Finger, Jr., born January 29, 1948. 


Timothy Joseph Finger born March 4, 1951. Married Karen Susanne 
Faries on August 12, 1973. 


Vivian Biggerstaff was born November 14, 1903 and married Frank 
W. Shrum on May 25, 1925, Their children and grandchildren are’ 


Barbara Fay Shrum, born April 10, 1927, married Leonard Franklin 
Blanton on June 15, 1948. Their childrens 


Wynn Franklin Blanton, born March 12, 1949, married Linda Jo 


Carter on June 14, 1970. 


Barbara Fay Blanton, born January 21, 1952, married George W. 
Frink, IL1, November 24, 1973. 

Mark Leonard Blanton was born September 12, 1956. 

John Hamilton Blanton was born April 7, 1959. 

All the Blanton children were born in Wake County. 


Fay Biggerstaff was born May 23, 1906 and Married William Bryan 
Cansler on February 23, 1932. Fay died December 22, 1975. Their 
children and grandchildren: 

William Bryan Cansler, Jr., born August 13, 1932, married Nancy 
Stewart in June, 1955. Their children: 

Michael Cansler and Myra Lynn Cansler. Michael was born in 


December 1956. Myra was born in July 1958. 
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Joseph Carr Cansler was born in August 1936, Married Milessa - 


Morrison. Their children were Josh, Gloria and Scarr Cansler. 


Helen Biggerstaff, born November 30, 1909, married Paul Agustus 
Setzer on September 21, 1930, Helen died July 7, 1969, Their 
childrens ot. 

Helen Setzer was born October 17, 1932 and married Edgar L. 


Doctorow. Their children are Jenny, Caroline and Edgar Doctorow. 


Paula Setzer married William Holen. They had one son, William, 
Jr. William Holden died and she married Jack Finnigan. Their 


children are Catharine, Michael and Patrick. 


Harlan Hueston Biggerstaff was born December 3, 1911 and married 


Mary Lee Hoffman on August 26, 1948. They had no children. 


Malcolm Thurman Bilggerstaff was born March 24, 1914. Married 
Mary Helen Mullen, April 7, 1940. Their children and grandchild: 
Robert Thurman Biggerstaff was born March 26, 1941. Married 
Sherry Compton Cook on October 23, 1968. Their child Robert Chris-. 

topher Biggerstaff was born July 8, 1969, 
James Allen Bilpgerstaff was born June 19, 1945, 


Gene Darwin Biggerstaff£, born December 12, 1949, married Archer 
Donna Draughn June 1975, 

Joe David Biggerstaff was born March 16, 1953, 

Sybil Biggerstaff£, born November 3, 1916, married Theron L. 
Wright on October 25, 1945, Their children and grandchildren: 

Michael Theron Wright born October J]1, 1948, Married Karen 
Glenda Beam, December 20, 1970. Their childrens: Kimberly Shea 
Wright, born March 15, 1972. McKenzie Paige Wright born July 29, 
1976, 


Kevin Lee Wright born Aupust 7, 1950, married Jeanie Sue Moss 
on June 12, 1970. Their child, Tanmy Renee Wright was born May 
15, 1971. 
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Bernice Biggerstaff was born March 31, 1919, married Floyd 
Ernest Abernethy, Jr., March 22, 1940. Their child, Harlan Ernest 
Abernethy, was born September 8, 1942. He was married twice. 

Four grandchildren: Tamela, Tracy, Heather and Nikki. Floyd 
Ernest Abernethy, Jr. died May 8, 1970. On April 28, 1973, Ber- 


nice married W, Edward Burton, Sr. 


Doris Biggerstaff,. born August 7, 1922, died July 7, 1958. She 
married William Clyde Wills, July 26, 1940. Their child, William 
Clyde Willis, Jr. was born May 19, 1941. He first married Dolores 
Fite. They divorced and he married Ellen Rolance. They have two 
children, William Gordon and Walter Ealey. 


Betty Biggerstaff was born February 5, 1925. Married Floyd 
Arthurs, March 6, 1948, Their children: Susan married Jack Court. 
They divorced. Nancy Elizabeth married Jerry Capanero. They have 
one child, Jerry. Betty divorced Floyd Arthurs and on April 28, 


1974 married James Crego. 


I hope you can make sense out of this. I am not very good at, 
as the Bible says, “Who beget who". It is not as complete as I 
would Like but you would be surprised how hard such information 


is to come by. 


--Cleo Biggerstaff Finger 
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MY HOUSE 
By Cleo B, Finger 


The house I live in is getting shabby, it surely needs repair. 
‘Its carried so many burdens, been weighted down with cares. 
The roof is getting thin and hard to keep in place, 
Its outside walls are wrinkled which mars Its stately grace, 
The foundation is getting shaky me thinks it's poing to fall, 
And if that were to happen down would come all the walls! 
The hinges are getting rusty they creak without and within, 
Its windows are hard to see through-one is especially dim, 
A house is dark without windows to let the sunshine in. 
Where the framing is joined together I think its the worst of all! 
For it creaks and groans when the cold wind blows and rain begins to fal]. 
The motor that keeps things going has to be primed each day, 
If it isn't it wouldn't keep regular and keep going on its WAY» 
This house isn't much to look at but itts all 1 have you see, 
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So I'll just have to make the best of it for it's all I have, it's me. 


Could this kind of a house be the temple of the Holy Spirit? 
Thank God it can! 
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